
 

IŜǘƘŜǊǎŜǧ IŜǊŀƭŘ                  м                    aŀȅ нлмт 

HETHERSETT HERALD 

May 2017 

Number 19 

Head to Head for County Election 
A CURRENT Hethersett representative 

on South Norfolk Council and the chair-

man of Hethersett Parish Council will be 

going head to head in the coming Norfolk 

County Council elections on May 4th. 

As reported in last monthôs Herald, David 

Bills (pictured right) will be the Conserva-

tive Party candidate for the Humbleyard 

Division which includes our village. 

It has been announced that Hethersett Parish Council chairman Jackie Sutton 

(pictured above left) will be standing for the Liberal Democrats with Bethan Gul-

liver from Tacolneston representing the Labour Party. 

You can read more about and from the candidates taken from their official elec-

tion leaflets on pages 37 to 40. 

Our new county councillor will succeed Judith Virgo (Conservative) from 

Cringleford who has represented the Humbleyard Ward for over a decade. Ju-

dith has been a big supporter of Hethersett and a regular attendee at parish 

council meetings and her contribution to village life was marked at the latest 

parish council meeting when she was presented with a bouquet. You can read 

about this on page 50. 

HETHERSETT Parish Council is hoping for a good attendance for the vil-

lageôs annual parish meeting which takes place in Hethersett Village Hall 

at 7.30 pm on May 3rd. The evening provides an opportunity for residents 

to raise matters of concern and to show their support for the village. More 

details and an agenda for the evening are on page seven. 
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More Accolades for Academy 
HETHERSETT Academy has received a letter of congratulations from 

schoolsô minister Nick Gibb after being named one of the countryôs best.  

The Academy received a score of 0.68 on the governmentôs new Progress 8 

score - the best result in all of Norfolk, Suffolk, and Cambridgeshire. 

In a congratulatory letter Mr Gibb said: ñI would like to congratulate you, 

your staff, and your pupils for the high level of progress your pupils are mak-

ing. 

ñWe want to ensure that every child pro-

gresses positively through their educa-

tion, whatever their starting point, to 

broaden their future educational and em-

ployment opportunities. 

ñThank you for your work in producing 

such high standards and congratulations 

again to you and your staff for your hard 

work and professionalism.ò 

Gareth Stevens, principal, said: ñThis is 

fitting recognition for all the hard work 

that our students and staff put in and 

their dedication to getting the best re-

sults. What is all the more remarkable is 

the strength of our arts and sports along-

side these fantastic academic results. 

ñWe are very grateful for the support we 

receive from parents and the local com-

munity.ò 

The score measures how much students 

improve between leaving primary school 

and doing their GCSEs. 

Rogue Trader 
Warning 

HETHERSETT residents have 
been warned to be on their 
guard against cold callers oper-

ating in the village. 

Norfolk Trading Standards has 
received reports of a man calling 
at properties offering to under-

take ódriveway workô. 

Trading Standards advises resi-
dents never to deal with anyone 
who cold calls at property offer-
ing to undertake services or at-

tempting to sell something. 

Anyone sighting these cold call-
ers in Hethersett or who are con-
cerned about rogue trader activi-
ty in the community can contact 
Trading Standards through their 
partners the Citizensô Advice 
consumer helpline on 03454 

040506. 
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Crime Recording Update 

NORFOLK Police have changed the way they record crimes which means Heth-
ersett is now grouped with Mulbarton, so we are unable to bring you specific 
figures for our village. 

Over the past month, crimes recorded in the area have been - Four domestic 
incidents, three incidents of criminal damage, two burglary dwellings and one in 
each of the following categories - anti social behaviour, possession of weapons 
and public order offences. 

Police undertake street surgeries every three months to give local people the 
opportunity to raise concerns. The next series of surgeries will take place on: 
20th June 10am - 12pm at Little Melton Village Shop and then 2pm - 4pm at 
Bawburgh Village Hall. 24th June 10am - 12pm at Tescoôs in Hethersett and 
then 2pm - 4pm at the One Stop in Mulbarton.  

Good News on 

Church Roof 
WORK started in March on repairs 
to Hethersett Parish Church roof 
following the lead theft in October, 
2015. Eastern Foundry Lead were 
expecting to finish the work in mid 
April. The work will ensure that the 
church is fully waterproof. The 
north aisle roof lead has been replaced with specially coated steel which is 
much tougher and less attractive to thieves.  

A new security system is being installed and work has been carried out on cut-
ting back hedges and trees in the churchyard so the building is more visible from 
the road. 

ñWe really hope weôve made ourselves a much less attractive target for the 
thieves,ò said Kate Wood from the parish church. The church has reached its 
Ã52,000 fundraising target: 

ñWe would like to give a big thank you to all those who have made donations or 
supported our fundraising programme,ò Mrs Wood added. Our photograph 
shows a flashback to 2015 with Hethersett Rector, the Rev Derek McClean, and 
Kate Wood surveying damage to the roof. 
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Herald Comment 

Please Use Your Vote 
Impartiality Observed 

WE are always at pains to point out that Hethersett Herald is an independent 

publication that has no political or religious affinities. Our aim is to highlight and 

discuss matters affecting our village. 

So we would urge everyone to vote at the coming county council elections on 

May 4th when two of our villageôs greatest contributors will be standing for elec-

tion. 

A good turnout will in itself show support for whichever candidate is successful - 

the third being Bethan Gulliver who will be standing for Labour and lives in 

Tacolneston. 

The contribution to our village by both David Bills (Conservative) and Jacky Sut-

ton (Liberal Democrats) has been massive. David is currently one of our two 

South Norfolk district councillors and Jackie is Chairman of Hethersett Parish 

Council. Both are also involved in numerous other village organisations and 

groups. 

But as I say we must remain impartial and leave it up to the voters to decide who 

they wish to represent us at county level. 

Counting Crimes 

ITôS a great shame that crime statistics issued to the village by Norfolk Constab-

ulary no longer refer to Hethersett alone. We are now grouped with Mulbarton. 

The fact that only 12 crimes were recorded shows that we are still a very safe 

area. It would be nice to know, however, how many of those crimes refer to 

Hethersett and how many to Mulbarton. Getting crime details down to individual 

parishes is a way of helping parish councils and groups to detect any crime 

trends. 

Annual Parish Meeting 

Hethersettôs annual parish meeting takes place in Hethersett Village Hall on May 

3rd from 7.30pm. Over the past few years attendance at these events has been 

dropping. The annual parish meeting gives residents an opportunity to receive 
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reports from the parish council, its associated groups and other groups and or-

ganisations from the village. It is also an opportunity for residents to voice con-

cerns. 

This year it has been decided to change the format slightly to make it more user-

friendly with caf® style tables replacing the usual row of chairs. Light refresh-

ments will also be served. So if you are reading this and want to know what 

makes your village tick and learn a little about whatôs going on in Hethersett, why 

not give up a couple of hours to attend? By attending you will be showing your 

support for the people who play an important part in our village by undertaking 

volunteer roles. The village is always looking for more volunteers as well. 

Avoid the Scams 

ONCE again this month we carry details of a number of scams and how to avoid 

becoming a victim of unscrupulous criminals. In this edition there are details of a 

current scam which has visited our own village. Scammers are becoming ever 

more clever. So all residents need to be on their guard for hoax callers at the 

door and scam telephone calls. I have found the number of cold callers at my 

front door has virtually stopped since putting up a small sign close to the doorbell 

emphasising that I do not buy at the door and anyone trying to sell me a product 

could be committing an offence. These door stickers are available from Norfolk 

Constabulary and I noticed on my latest visit that there are a quantity in Heth-

ersett Library. 

Cycle Paths 

News in the local press that a project for a shared cycle path along Eaton Street 

between Eaton and Cringleford has been postponed due to budget constraints 

makes me wonder whether the proposed extension of the cycle path between 

Hethersett and Wymondham might also fall foul of financial mismanagement. 

Watch this space as they say in all the best publications. 

April Fool 

I am sure you wonôt be surprised to learn that the advert for freezing pets in the 

April edition of the Herald was an April Foolsô joke. 

 

Peter Steward 
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wŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 

As mentioned on the front page and in our comment section, this yearôs 

Annual Parish Meeting takes place on Wednesday, 3rd May, with a change 

in the format to make it more user friendly. 

Below is the agenda for the meeting where there will be plenty of oppor-

tunity for residents to make comments or raise any concerns they may 

have with regard to village life. 
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Questions and Answers 
In association with Able Community Care who answer some of the ques-

tions you may be asking: 

Question - I am a pensioner and my bungalow does not have central heat-
ing. I have been told that I will be able to have it installed free. Do you 

know anything about this? 

Answer ï The affordable warmth scheme has a government created fund-
ing system for central heating grants for people that need it most. The scheme 
will provide free central heating for individuals or families that are ómost at riskô 
visit www.affordablewarmthgrant.co.uk to see by completing the 60 second 
questionnaire if you are eligible.  

Question - I am in my eighties and still fit and well apart from the embar-
rassing problem of often needing the toilet when I am out. In my local town 
this is not a problem as I know where the toilets are, but in other places 
less well known to me, I am in a constant state of worry until I can find out 
where the toilets are located. A friend has told me that she thinks there is a 
card which I can get which will allow me to use toilets which are not nor-
mally available to the public, such as in a small shop, which has the facili-

ties for their staff only. Do you know anything about this? 

Answer ï The Bladder and Bowel community have a ójust canôt waitô credit 
card size card which you can purchase for Ã5. The card will assist you with the 
access to your nearest toilet and uses universally recognised symbols. Pur-
chase from www.bladderandbowelfoundation.org 

Question - I am concerned about my fatherôs ability to drive as he seems 
quite forgetful at times. He says he is perfectly fit to drive but to please me 
will go somewhere to prove it, if I can arrange it for him. What can I ar-

range to give me peace of mind? 

Answer - MAVIS - Mobility Advice and Information Service, provides an infor-
mation and assessment service to older motorists who may have a disability, 
including dementia. They can arrange a driving assessment service, suggest 
adaptations that may help and give advice and guidance on a personôs ability to 
drive safely. Give them a call on 01344 661 000 and they will be able to help 
you. 

Question: - Is it possible to buy a shopping bag that can be fixed to a 

wheelchair? 

Answer: - Betterlifehealthcare.com, based in Preston, sell a large, spa-
cious, shopping bag with strong leatherette hoops, which attaches to the han-
dles of a wheelchair. Buy online or contact them by telephone on 0800 328 9338 

http://www.affordablewarmthgrant.co.uk
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Question: óI am ninety this year and want to go to visit my grandson in Ita-

ly. Is it true I can get a free passport?ô 

Answer: Yes, you can get or renew a British passport for free if youôre a 
British national and were born on or before 2nd September 1929.  

 

Able Community Care 

The Old Parish Rooms, Whitlingham Lane, Trowse, Norwich, Norfolk, NR14 

8TZ 

Tel: 01603 764567  E Mail ablemg@aol.com  Web site: www.uk-care.com 

A NUMBER of gardens in Hethersett will be open to the public on Sun-

day, July 9th. 

The Open Gardens event will, as usual, be organised by the Hethersett 

Environmental Action Team (HEAT) and will run from 10am to 3pm. It 

will see Hethersett residents opening their gardens for the day.  

Previous events have illustrated the variety of gardens that exist in our 

village from relatively small walled spaces to expansive gardens utilis-

ing considerable amounts of ground. 

The 2017 event will also include plant sales. Tickets and maps will be 

available on the day from the ticket office in Hethersett Social Club Car 

Park.  

Proceeds will go to local charities. We will take a look back at previous 

events in the next edition of the Herald, along with having further details 

of this yearôs event. 

mailto:ablemg@aol.com
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wŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [a[w 
Roger Morgan remembers one of his childrenôs favourite places to visit in 

the summer and finds out more about its all too brief history. 

When we moved to Hethersett in the late 1980s we would often sit in the garden 

on the warm summer weekends, and hear the distant sound of a train whistle 

drifting on 

the breeze.  

For several 

months we 

wondered 

where the 

sound was 

coming from 

until we real-

ised that, 

right on our 

doorstep, 

was an at-

traction 

which our children grew to love. Less than a mile up the road was the LMLR or 

Little Melton Light Railway. 

The LMLR was the brainchild of Robert óBobô Burton Brett. Bob lived at Vine Cot-

tage on Green Lane in Little Melton and worked at Heigham Sawmills, having a 

great knowledge of wood and woodland preservation.  One of my abiding memo-

ries of the LMLR set up was the barn area complete with wood drying kiln and 

the numerous stacks of wooden planks natu-

rally drying in the air.  Bobôs original idea was 

to build his railway entirely out of wood with 

wooden trains running on wooden rails and 

sleepers. After some initial trials he quickly 

abandoned this idea realising that changes in 

temperature caused the rails to split along 

the grain and scuffing caused rapid wear to 

the wheels. 
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He contacted Peter Way in North Walsham who 

had a 7İin gauge railway in his garden and he 

agreed to lay a track for Bob. He started in No-

vember, 1987 and by April, 1988 around 5,000 

feet of aluminium track had been laid on hard-

wood sleepers. A station, a platform and a sig-

nal box were designed and by September, 

1988, Edwin Peck, a self- employed carpenter, 

had built them adding a footbridge of his own 

design. Signals and landscaping quickly fol-

lowed but there was still no train to run on the 

tracks. 

Bob approached a steam engineer from Suf-

field, David King, to build a train and carriages.  

The first locomotive called Thunderbox was 

completed in March, 1988. It was powered by a 

Honda 200cc motor-cycle engine and, much to 

Bobôs delight, the body was made from sweet 

chestnut wood while the carriages were all in 

elm. More track was laid and everything was ready for the railway to be opened 

to the public. 

The opening ceremony was arranged for the weekend of the 22
nd
 and 23

rd
 April, 

1989, and at 2 oôclock on the Saturday afternoon Bobôs mother cut the tape al-

lowing Thunderbox to trundle through. The weekend was well attended despite 

the rain on the Sunday and around Ã600 was raised to be shared between two 

charities, the Little Melton Church Organ Fund and the West Norfolk Seal Res-

cue. So began more than a decade of fund 

raising and fun at Vine Cottage. The rail-

way was opened on the fourth Sunday of 

each month to raise money for different 

charities with the help of a small group of 

willing enthusiasts.  

The Old Piggeries Tea Room, extra lines 

and other attractions were developed with 

more engines like the óSir Matthew Pilgrimô 
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and the electrically driven 

óThe Generalô taking to the 

tracks. Steam started to 

run on the line in 1997 with 

the introduction of the en-

gine óHotspurô. My children 

particularly remember the 

Easter egg hunts and the 

Father Christmas specials 

when Santa was present 

handing out gifts. Over the 

years numerous charities 

benefited from the LMLR 

and close to 35,000 people 

took rides on the trains. 

Sadly, all of this came to an end in 2001 when Bob Brett died at the early age of 

64 on the 8
th
 July after a long battle against cancer. It proved to be impossible to 

carry on without Bobôs input and the engines and some of the track were taken 

over by the Ashmanhaugh 

Light Railway near Wrox-

ham where Thunderbox, 

The General and Hotspur 

are still running. Details of 

their open days can be 

seen on their web site:  

ashmanhaughlightrail-

way.blogspot.co.uk 

Bob Brett came from a 

large family and his great 

grandfather, Jonathan

(1841-1921) had 10 chil-

dren. Jonathanôs eldest 

son, John, started the North Heigham Cabinet Works in Norwich while his son 

Bert, Bobôs father, ran the sawmill part of the business. It was clearly here where 

Bob developed his love of timber. Other members of the Brett family ran antique 

and furniture businesses in the city. 



 

IŜǘƘŜǊǎŜǧ IŜǊŀƭŘ                  мо                    aŀȅ нлмт 

You can find out much more about the LMLR by visiting 

ólittlemeltonlightrailwaytribute.wordpress.comô I am very grateful to Michael Fish 

for allowing me to use some of his photographs in this article. He would love to 

hear from anyone with memories or photos of the LMLR. You can e-mail him at 

órecreationalrailways@yahoo.comô  

End of the LMLR 
In April, 2002, the village magazine (Good News) included the following 

report: 

The railway will run on March 24th for the Busy Bees Charity, but sorry 

to report that this will be the last time unless or until, new arrangements 

can be made for track, site and building maintenance/repairs. 

These things were much different twelve years ago when the railway 

began and Bob was there to take overall responsibility. But this no long-

er applies of course and we must wait and see what future division of 

responsibilities can be arranged, including the (all too vital these days) 

provision of public liability insurance. So, with regret, no more LMLR as 

such for the present. 
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Face to Face 

Not Bad For a Skinny Runt From Norfolk 

PAUL achieved the qualification 

time to represent Great Britain in 

the Barcelona Olympics and went 

with a smile on his face: 

ñI didnôt feel under any pressure. I 

didnôt take up athletics until I was 

25. If I had been a better footballer I 

would probably have stuck with that 

sport. 

ñI felt really lucky because I seemed 

to have the right breaks at the right 

time. At Barcelona I was just a skin-

ny runt from Norfolk with a Norfolk 

accent who had qualified by his 

boot straps and nobody expected 

anything of me. They thought I was 

just there to make the numbers up.ò 

But Paul was preparing well for the games: ñI knew that in the summer Barce-

lona would be hot. So I decided to train there and stayed with a family who 

were friends of my coach and I spent three weeks training there. By the time I 

went into the Olympic village I was very fit and used to the climate and the 

food.ò 

Paul knew that the first seven in each of the two heats qualified for the final, 

along with a number of the fastest losers. 

ñI really wanted to be recognised as Britainôs number one. I was drawn in the 

IN the second part of our feature on Norfolk Olympian Paul Evans, 

we take up the story with Paul having qualified for the Barcelona 

Olympics in the 10,000 metres. 
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Running Course On Its Way 
PAUL Evans will once again be leading a six week social running course 

leading up to the annual Hethersett Funrun. This will be suitable for all 

ages and abilities from raw beginners to advanced runners. 

The group will meet on Hethersett Memorial Playing Field on six Thursday 

evenings leading up to this yearôs two mile family funrun which is sched-

uled for July 16th. 

The group will meet from 7 until 8pm on June 8th, June 15th, June 22nd, 

June 29th, July 6th and July 13th. It will be organised jointly by Active 

Norfolk and Hethersett and the Meltonsô Sports Association. 

No need to book, just turn up on any of the evenings. 

first heat against the two athletes likely to take gold and silver. My coach told 

me to treat the race as if it was my final. He probably thought I wasnôt good 

enough to think any further than that race. When I walked out into the stadium it 

was late at night but still very warm. My aim was to ensure that no more than six 

runners finished ahead of me. Halfway through the race I felt very tired and was 

sure I would be overtaken by many of the other athletes. I knew I didnôt have a 

sprint finish, but I just kept telling myself to hold on for one more lap and then 

one more after that. I couldnôt think any further ahead than the next lap. 

ñI could see the large screen in the stadium and suddenly saw that a gap had 

opened up behind me and I finished third. My coach told me that I had already 

exceeded all expectations.ò 

Paul certainly didnôt disgrace himself in the final, finishing a creditable 11th in a 

field of 18. More importantly he was the first British runner home and thatôs 

when his life changed: 

ñNike started to sponsor me and I became a full time athlete and thatôs when my 

life really changed.ò 

We conclude our series of articles on Paul in the next edition of Hethersett Her-

ald as he goes in search of more Olympic glory and takes on the ultimate chal-

lenge of marathons.. 
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Herald Helpline 

Hethersett Herald - working with Norfolk Trading Standards to help you avoid 
scams. 

Blue Badge Fraud 
 
Norfolk Trading Standards are reminding local residents to be aware of ócopycatô 
websites when looking to make a Blue Badge application online. 

This follows a successful prosecution made by the National Trading Standards 
eCrime Team (NTSeCT) against a man and his company for misleading con-
sumers into paying Ã49 for Blue Badge applications. Further information on this 
prosecution can be seen on the NTSeCT website. 

Anyone looking to apply for or renew a blue badge application online is advised 
to ensure they are using the correct website: 

Norfolk residents can apply online at http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/bluebadges 

Outside of Norfolk visit http://www.gov.uk/apply-blue-badge 

Telephone Cold Calls 

Norfolk Trading Standards are warning residents about recorded message 
telephone cold calls and online adverts on social media sites claiming to be 
offering óGovernment backed vouchersô and ógreen schemesô for replacement 
windows. 

The recorded message calls includes the opportunity for the recipient to ópress 
5 to speak to an agentô and the online adverts include a ócontact meô form. 

Trading Standards are concerned that both approaches do not clearly identify 
the businesses you are giving your details to or which business may receive 
them. 

Trading Standards advises people to always be very wary of any approach 
made in a telephone cold call and NEVER give or confirm any personal details 

or agree to someone visiting your home if approached in this manner. 

They also advise consumers to think carefully before putting personal details 
onto an online ócontact meô form unless you are completely sure who you are 
providing them to.  

If you have received one of these calls, or responded to an online advert and 
have agreed to a salesperson visiting you at home contact the Citizens Advice 
consumer helpline via their online reporting form or telephone 03454 04 05 06. 

https://webmail.tiscali.co.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=lineone.net&u=petersteward&url=http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/bluebadges&urlHash=-1.3752929324935024E81
https://webmail.tiscali.co.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=lineone.net&u=petersteward&url=http://www.gov.uk/apply-blue-badge&urlHash=3.596308638272096E14
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